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COP21: UN chief hails new 
climate change agreement as 
'monumental triumph'  
 
 

Following the adoption of the new Paris Agreement 
on climate change, United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said government representatives made 
history today.  
 

UN News 
Centre, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52802#.Vm7Nu2
eFOUl 

Paris climate change 
agreement: the world's 
greatest diplomatic success  
 

With all 196 nations having a say, the UN climate 
deal, with all its frustrations and drama, has proven 
that compromise works for the planet  
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/13/paris-
climate-deal-cop-
diplomacy-
developing-united-
nations 

Paris Delivers the Promised 
Climate Deal to Resounding 
Cheer and Applause  

The impossible was made possible. Governments 
from 195 countries around the world emerged here 
with the first universal agreement to cut greenhouse 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 14 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/paris-
delivers-the-promised-



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

gases emissions and reduce the negative impacts of 
climate change. 

December 
2015 

climate-deal-to-
resounding-cheer-and-
applause/ 

The Paris agreement marks 
an unprecedented political 
recognition of the risks of 
climate change  
 
 

“HISTORY is here,” declared François Hollande, 
France’s president, on Saturday morning.  
 

Economist, 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.economist.
com/news/internationa
l/21683990-paris-
agreement-climate-
change-talks 

World Bank president 
celebrates 'game changer' 
Paris talks  
 
 
 

The president of the World Bank has hailed the deal 
struck in Paris on climate change as a “game changer” 
that will set the world on a new course of economic 
growth and cooperation.  
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/business/2015/d
ec/13/world-bank-
president-celebrates-
game-changer-paris-
talks 

The Paris Climate Change 
Agreement – A Window for 
Africa’s Sustainable 
Development  
 
 
 

“The Adoption of the Paris Agreement shows that the 
world understands that with climate change there are 
no winners and no losers. Either we all win together, 
or we all lose together”, the President of the African 
Development Bank Group, Akinwumi Adesina, said 
Sunday. “And yesterday we all committed to win 
together.” 
 
 

African 
Development 
Bank Group, 
14 December 
2015  
 

http://www.afdb.org/e
n/news-and-
events/article/the-
paris-climate-change-
agreement-a-window-
for-africas-
sustainable-
development-15221/ 

Nations approve historic 
global climate accord  
 
 
 

Representatives of 195 countries approved a landmark 
plan to combat climate change on 12 December. The 
ambitious global agreement commits most countries 
to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions while 
seeking to protect low-lying islands from rising seas 
and helping poor nations develop their economies 
without relying on cheap, dirty fossil fuels. 
 
 
 

Nature, 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/nations-
approve-historic-
global-climate-accord-
1.19021 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COP21 agreement 
prominently addresses 
protection of earth’s forests  
 
 

PARIS: At last, forests! — The final draft of the 
binding Paris Agreement on climate change directly 
and boldly addresses the necessary role of the world’s 
forests, working in concert with carbon emission cuts, 
to slow the march of rising global temperatures. 

Mongabay.co
m, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://news.mongabay.
com/2015/12/cop21-
agreement-
prominently-
addresses-protection-
of-earths-forests/ 

The world, together, will 
fight climate change  
 

Complicated problems do not generally yield to 
simple solutions. And few are more complex than the 
question of how to confront the challenge posed by 
anthropogenic global warming.  
 
 

Financial 
Times, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.ft.com/intl
/cms/s/0/62c1a770-
a1b8-11e5-bc70-
7ff6d4fd203a.html#ax
zz3uJTje8oA 

A Climate Deal, 6 Fateful 
Years in the Making  
 
 

PARIS — It took almost two weeks for negotiators 
from 195 countries to finally pass the landmark 
climate accord this weekend after several espresso-
fueled all-nighters and long, passionate debates over 
the meaning of a single word, such as “shall.”  
 

New York 
Times, 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.nytimes.co
m/2015/12/14/world/e
urope/a-climate-deal-
6-fateful-years-in-the-
making.html?_r=0 

Climate activists have mixed 
reactions to Paris agreement  
 
 
 

While world leaders have unreservedly hailed this 
weekend's historic climate pact, environmentalists 
have often been more cautious. For many climate 
experts and activists, the agreement simply does not 
go far enough. 
 

Deutsche 
Welle, 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.dw.com/en
/climate-activists-
have-mixed-reactions-
to-paris-agreement/a-
18915061 

Climate Change and Women 
Across Three Continents  
 
 

The link between women in climate change is a cross-
cutting issue that deserves greater recognition at 
climate negotiations. It is pervasive, touching 
everything; from health and agriculture to sanitation 
and education. 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/climate-
change-and-women-
across-three-
continents/ 

Paris climate deal is agreed 
– but is it really good 
enough?  
 
 

History has been made in Paris – but perhaps not the 
kind of history we hoped. The climate summit in Paris 
may come to be remembered as the moment when the 
world’s leaders let the last hope of limiting warming 
to 2 °C slip away from us.  
 

New Scientist, 
14 December 
2015 

https://www.newscient
ist.com/article/dn2866
3-paris-climate-deal-
is-agreed-but-is-it-
really-good-enough/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paris Delivers Historic 
Climate Treaty, but Leaves 
Gender Untouched  
 
 

After 2 weeks of intense negotiations, on Saturday 
evening, the 21st UN climate conference (COP21) in 
Paris finally delivered a historic agreement that, for 
the first time, promises to keep the global warming 
under 2 degrees Celsius. The treaty, consisting 31 
pages and signed by by 196 countries, include the big 
five steps of climate action:  
 
 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/paris-
delivers-historic-
climate-treaty-but-
leaves-gender-
untouched/ 

COP21: encouraged by 
climate talks, Ban urges 
negotiators to ‘make final 
decisions for humanity’  
 
 
 
 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today 
said that he is encouraged by progress of the talks at 
the UN climate change conference (COP21) in Paris, 
where the negotiations under way are perhaps the 
most significant and complex ever attempted. 

UN News 
Centre, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52792#.VmtI0Ge
FOUk 

Paris climate talks: Obama 
calls Xi Jinping in final push 
for a deal  
 
 
 

US reaches out to China to smooth divisions and 
negotiations are taken behind closed doors as 
countries try to secure an agreement by Saturday. 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 11 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/11/paris-
climate-talks-obama-
calls-xi-jingping-in-
final-push-for-deal 

Paris climate change deal: 
new draft cuts through key 
sticking points  
 
 
 

French foreign minister says Paris talks are ‘extremely 
close’ to agreement but negotiations will overrun into 
Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 11 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/11/new-draft-
text-of-paris-climate-
change-deal-cuts-
through-many-
sticking-points 



Chasing a Climate Deal in 
Paris  
 
 
 

An agreement on a plan to slow global warming could 
come Saturday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New York 
Times, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.nytimes.co
m/interactive/projects/
cp/climate/2015-paris-
climate-
talks/scientists-see-
catastrophe-in-latest-
draft-of-climate-deal 

Global climate talks face 
last hurdles, deal seen in 
reach  
 
 
 

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said on 
Friday that an ambitious global climate deal was 
within reach, though political concessions were still 
required to get over some last hurdles.  
 
 
 

Reuters, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.reuters.co
m/article/us-
climatechange-
summit-day-
idUSKBN0TU0H5201
51211 

Ban Ki-moon calls Paris 
climate talks 'most 
complicated and difficult' 
ever  
 
  

As summit enters closing stages, UN secretary general 
urges negotiators to set aside national interests to 
reach a strong global deal for all. 
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/11/ban-ki-
moon-calls-paris-
climate-talks-most-
complicated-and-
difficult-ever 

Climate talks: anger over 
removal of human rights 
reference from final draft  
 
 

US, UK and others accused of ‘cynical’ ploy in 
response to developing countries’ firm stance on 
holding rich nations accountable for climate change 
damage 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 11 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/global-
development/2015/dec
/11/paris-climate-
talks-anger-removal-
reference-human-
rights-from-final-draft 

COP21: 'Conditions never 
better' for climate change 
deal  
 
 

Negotiators in Paris are again expected to work 
through the night in an effort to secure a new global 
climate deal.  
 

BBC News, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.bbc.com/n
ews/science-
environment-
35076841 



Farmers to COP 21: Don’t 
Bite the Hand That Feeds 
You!  
 
 

PARIS, France, Dec 10 2015 (IPS) - When Dr. Evelyn 
Nguleka says that the world’s people shouldn’t bite 
the hand that feeds them, she explains that she’s not 
only referring to protecting farmers, but also to 
safeguarding the environment. 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 11 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/farmers-to-
cop-21-dont-bite-the-
hand-that-feeds-you/ 

China promises boost to 
African bamboo expertise  
 
 

[PARIS] China aims to increase Africa’s expertise in 
novel bamboo products through a new knowledge 
exchange network it was announced at the COP 21 
summit.  
 
 

SciDev.net, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/environment/ne
ws/china-african-
bamboo-expertise-
cooperation.html 

Paris climate talks, day 12: 
What we’re reading  
 
 

A “high-ambition coalition” makes a final push, 
Fabius’s unusual responsibility, and a campaign to 
save ugly food. 
 
 

Nature, 11 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/paris-climate-
talks-day-12-what-we-
re-reading-1.19014 

Tropical groundwater 
resources resilient to climate 
change  
 
 

Tropical groundwater may prove to be a climate-
resilient source of freshwater in the tropics as intense 
rainfall favors the replenishment of these resources, 
according to a new study.  
 

Science Daily, 
11 December 
2015 

http://www.sciencedai
ly.com/releases/2015/
12/151211130105.htm 

Working from 'streamlined 
text,' officials race to finish 
global climate change deal  
 
 
 

(CNN)—The United Nations' leader said Friday that a 
"cleaner, streamlined text" of a global climate change 
agreement has emerged, expressing hope that 
negotiators in Paris will resolve "several outstanding 
issues" and finalize a deal soon. 

CNN, 11 
December 
2015 

http://www.cnn.com/2
015/12/11/world/globa
l-climate-change-
conference/index.html 

Paris Climate Change 
Negotiators Need More Time  
 
 
 

With a historic, planet wide pact on the line, hundreds 
of diplomats in Paris are preparing to extend the U.N. 
climate change conference into Saturday.  
 
 
 
 
 

National 
Public Radio 
(USA), 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.npr.org/se
ctions/thetwo-
way/2015/12/11/4593
53994/paris-climate-
change-negotiations-
to-enter-an-extra-day 



COP21: efforts advance on 
reaching climate change 
agreement, says top UN 
official  
 
 

A new stage in the development of a final agreement 
on climate change to limit global temperature rise to 
below two degrees Celsius or less has been reached 
today, according to the United Nations Assistant 
Secretary-General on Climate Change.  
 

UN News 
Centre, 09 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52772#.VmmJjW
eFOUk 

COP21: in Paris, Ban calls 
on civil society to keep their 
governments accountable  
 
 
 
 

Meeting with civil society groups today at the United 
Nations climate change conference (COP21), UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he counts on 
these groups to help keep governments accountable, 
so they implement what they have committed to in 
words. 

UN News 
Centre, 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52781#.VmmNe
GeFOUk 

Paris climate talks: 
delegates warn of flaws in 
ambitious proposals for deal  
 
 
 

Nearly 200 governments honing in on a deal to fight 
climate change have set lofty aspirations for 
protecting vulnerable countries from rising seas, but 
delegates said there were still gaps in the latest draft 
of an agreement.  
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/09/paris-
cop21-climate-talks-
ambitious-proposals-
protect-countries-
rising-sea-levels-
flawed 

Paris climate talks ready to 
exorcise the ghosts of 
Copenhagen's failure  
 
 
 

Key observers say the chances of failure at the Paris 
climate talks are diminishing, but red lines still remain 
between rich and poor countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/pl
anet-
oz/2015/dec/10/paris-
climate-talks-ready-to-
exorcise-the-ghosts-
of-copenhagens-
failure 



Delegates at Climate Talks 
Focus on Saving the World’s 
Forests  
 
 

LE BOURGET, France — The climate deal being 
negotiated here is meant to begin a transformation of 
the world’s energy systems, but it has another goal 
that has received far less attention: a sweeping effort 
to save the world’s forests.  
 
 

New York 
Times, 10 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.nytimes.co
m/2015/12/11/world/d
elegates-at-climate-
talks-focus-on-saving-
the-worlds-
forests.html?_r=0 

A plea from small islands: 
more insurance for climate 
change  
 

Rising sea levels and tidal waves are washing away 
coastlines on many of the 196 inhabited islands of the 
Maldives, and there is no insurance policy to cover the 
costs.  
 
 

Reuters, 10 
December 
2015  
 

http://in.reuters.com/ar
ticle/climatechange-
summit-insurance-
idINKBN0TT1RL201
51210 

Ocean data gap puts Pacific 
islands in peril  
 
 
 

[PARIS] Pacific islands need to ensure that a goal to 
strengthen ocean data collection remains in the final 
UN climate deal now being negotiated so they can 
plan their survival, a meeting has heard.  
 
 

SciDev.net, 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/news/ocean-
data-gap-pacific-
islands-peril.html 

Tuvalu Prime Minister on 
Global Warming: A Cry for 
Help from 'the Edge of the 
Cliff'  
 
 

The Pacific atoll of Tuvalu is one of the countries 
most threatened by global warming. Already, people 
have begun leaving as sea levels rise. Prime Minister 
Enele Sopoaga fears that the world still doesn't care 
about the world's most threatened populations. 

Spiegel 
(Germany), 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.spiegel.de/
international/world/pa
cific-island-nations-
struggle-with-global-
warming-a-
1066903.html 

Paris climate talks, day 11: 
What we’re reading  
 

With two days of negotiations left, the Paris climate 
talks “are running suspiciously on time”. But big 
issues — such as agreeing on an actual warming target 
— still remain. 
 
 
 
 
 

Nature, 10 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/paris-climate-
talks-day-11-what-we-
re-reading-1.19005 



Many nations blind to 
climate mitigation options  
 
 

Technical approaches to lowering greenhouse gas 
emissions and preparing for climate change remain 
poorly understood by many developing countries, a 
report launched at the COP 21 summit warns.  
 

SciDev.net, 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/news/nations-
blind-climate-
mitigation-
options.html 

Indigenous people keep 
carbon locked in forests  
 

[PARIS] Indigenous people prevent carbon emissions 
through their stewardship of forests and pristine 
environments, a side event at the COP 21 summit 
heard.  
 

Thomson 
Reuters 
Foundation, 
10 December 
2015  
 

http://www.trust.org/it
em/20151210110713-
t87q6/ 

Gina McCarthy: US climate 
plan will stand test of time  
 
 
 

The Obama administration’s climate centrepiece is 
bulletproof, the administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) told Climate Home on 
Thursday. 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/10/gina-
mccarthy-us-climate-
plan-will-stand-test-
of-time 

New draft accord pushes 
Paris climate conference 
into decisive phase  
 
 

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius has presented 
a draft for a global climate agreement. But consensus 
is still a long way off, with many questions likely to 
be unsolved until the Paris conference's final 
moments.  
 
 

Deutsche 
Welle, 09 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.dw.com/en
/new-draft-accord-
pushes-paris-climate-
conference-into-
decisive-phase/a-
18907779 

French negotiators furiously 
work the backrooms to 
secure a climate deal  
 
 
 

French diplomacy is fighting 23 years of entrenched 
positions in international climate talks as backroom 
negotiations continue with the aim of pushing through 
a draft agreement by Wednesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/09/french-
negotiators-furiously-
work-back-rooms-
secure-climate-deal 



Climate change: Negotiators 
release new, shorter draft of 
accord, eye landmark deal  
 
 
 

Raising hopes of a landmark climate deal, negotiators 
today unveiled a new shorter draft incorporating major 
progress as well as the differences, two days ahead of 
the deadline for the UN accord to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
 
 
 

The Financial 
Express 
(India), 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.financiale
xpress.com/article/wor
ld-news/climate-
change-negotiators-
release-new-shorter-
draft-of-accord-eye-
landmark-
deal/176750/ 

U.S. Proposes Raising 
Spending on Climate-
Change Adaptation  
 

LE BOURGET, France — In an effort to help smooth 
the passage of a sweeping new climate accord here 
this week, Secretary of State John Kerry announced 
on Wednesday a proposal to double its grant-based 
public finance for climate-change adaptation by 2020 
to $860 million, from $430 million.  
 

New York 
Times, 09 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.nytimes.co
m/2015/12/10/world/e
urope/paris-climate-
conference.html?_r=0 

Climate coalition breaks 
cover in Paris to push for 
binding and ambitious deal  
 
 
 

A coalition representing more than 100 countries, 
formed in secrecy six months ago, has emerged at key 
UN talks in Paris to push for a legally binding global 
and ambitious deal on climate change.  
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/08/coalition-
paris-push-for-
binding-ambitious-
climate-change-deal 

COP21: grassroots 
organizations spotlight 
women's voices at UN 
climate conference  
 
 
 

Dozens of non-governmental organizations rallying 
outside the United Nations climate change conference 
(COP21) in Paris today voiced the importance of 
bringing more women to the forefront of discussions, 
both in terms of who is negotiating the new climate 
agreement and what will be written within its pages. 

UN News 
Centre, 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52767#.VmhVt2e
FOUk 

Paris climate talks, day 10: 
What we’re reading  
 
 
 

Christiana Figueres on what’s next after Paris, a 
backstage look at Bill Gates’ climate initiative, and 
the blame game revs up as negotiations reach the final 
stage.  
 
 

Nature, 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/paris-climate-
talks-day-10-what-we-
re-reading-1.18986 



Optimism grows for a 
climate deal at UN’s Paris 
summit  
 
 

The mood extended to the science on Monday, with 
news of a probable fall in global carbon dioxide 
emissions from fossil fuels in 2015 – for the first time 
in the absence of economic recession. This is thanks 
to one-time climate bad-boy China shutting so many 
coal plants that its emissions fell almost 4 per cent.  
 

New Scientist, 
09 December 
2015 

https://www.newscient
ist.com/article/dn2864
0-optimism-grows-for-
a-climate-deal-at-uns-
paris-summit/ 

Paris talks: US pledges to 
double aid to climate-hit 
countries  
 
 
 

The US has promised to double to $861m aid to 
countries on the frontline of climate change in the 
final push to reach an agreement to avoid dangerous 
global warming at crucial UN talks in Paris. 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/09/paris-talks-
us-pledges-to-double-
aid-to-climate-hit-
countries 

IPCC ramps up efforts to 
hear Southern voices  
 

I like to think of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) as a kindly but stern group of 
schoolteachers warning countries about their 
contribution to climate change like the parents of a 
wayward child.  
 
 

SciDev.net, 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/scidev-net-at-
large/ipcc-ramps-
efforts-southern-
voices.html 

UN climate chief on her 
plans to save the world  
 
 

Christiana Figueres sits down with Nature as the Paris 
talks enter their final days.  
 
 
 
 

Nature, 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/un-climate-
chief-on-her-plans-to-
save-the-world-
1.18978 

COP21: Ban tells private 
sector ‘how we do business 
today will determine if we 
can do business in the 
future’  
 

Speaking at the United Nations climate change 
conference (COP21) today, UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon told a room full of business leaders that 
the global gathering will serve to share progress made 
in important areas and to establish even greater 
ambition for the future.  
 
 
 

UN News 
Centre, 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52756#.VmcbxW
eFOUk 



COP21: saving energy 
'triple win,' Ban says, as $5 
billion Africa plan launched 
at climate summit  
 
 

The United Nations and partners launched today a $5 
billion initiative to expand renewable energy capacity 
in Africa as Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told the 
UN climate change conference (COP21) in Paris that 
saving energy is a triple-win in the battle against 
global warming. 
 

UN News 
Centre, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52755#.Vmcb9m
eFOUk 

Gender Day Celebrated at 
COP21  
 
 

Paris, 8 December, 2015 - The importance of gender 
issues with regards to climate change was recognized 
today at COP21 Climate Conference in a series of 
events devoted to promoting an inclusive and 
equitable agreement in Paris. 
 

UNEP, 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.unep.org/n
ewscentre/Default.asp
x?DocumentID=26856
&ArticleID=35627&l
=en 

Paris talks: indigenous 
people and small farmers 
say rich are setting the 
agenda  
 
 
 

In the climate talks “blue zone”, in the Parisian district 
of Le Bourget, are the governments, their advisers and 
lawyers, big business and the financiers. Facebook has 
a stall, along with UN agencies and scientific bodies. 

Guardian 
(UK), 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/global-
development/2015/dec
/08/paris-climate-
talks-small-farmers-
rich-setting-agenda 

Paris climate talks, day 9: 
What we’re reading  
 
 

The United States cancels plans to auction off land for 
oil and gas exploration, Beijing’s air is thick with 
smog, and activists in Paris protest against climate 
sceptics.  
 

Nature, 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.nature.co
m/news/paris-climate-
talks-day-9-what-we-
re-reading-1.18982 

Lobbyists at COP21 - foxes 
guarding the henhouse?  
 
 

NGOs say some of the COP21 sponsors stand 
diametrically opposed to the summit's aims. Big 
companies are bankrolling 20% of the conference's 
budget, which presents a conflict of interest.  
 

Deutsche 
Welle, 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.dw.com/en
/lobbyists-at-cop21-
foxes-guarding-the-
henhouse/a-18902450 

India and Saudi Arabia 
reject science for 1.5 
degrees goal  
 
 
 

[PARIS] India and Saudi Arabia have emerged as 
major opponents to the science behind a tougher 
global warming target that emerged over the weekend 
at the UN climate talks. 

SciDev.net, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/news/india-
saudi-arabia-reject-
science-degrees-
goal.html 



Saudi Arabia accused of 
trying to wreck Paris climate 
deal  
 
 
 
 

One of the world’s largest oil producers is getting in 
the way of a deal and making implausible objections, 
say delegates and campaigners 

Guardian 
(UK), 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/08/saudi-
arabia-accused-of-
trying-to-wreck-the-
paris-climate-deal 

More countries reject OECD 
study on climate aid  
 
 

China, Brazi and South Africa join India in refusing 
key report that state rich countries have already 
mobilised two-thirds of $100bn pledged for climate 
aid. 
 
 
 

Guardian 
(UK), 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/environment/20
15/dec/08/more-
countries-reject-oecd-
study-on-climate-aid-
paris-cop21 

Women Leaders agree 
COP21 Must Have 
“Gender-Responsive” Deal.  
 
 
 
 

PARIS, France, Dec 8 2015 (IPS) - 53-year old Aleta 
Baun of Indonesia’s West Timor province is a proud 
climate warrior. From 1995 to 2005 she successfully 
led a citizens’ movement to shut down 4 large marble 
mining companies that polluted and damaged the 
ecosystem of a mountain her community considered 
sacred. 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/women-
leaders-agree-cop21-
must-have-gender-
responsive-deal/ 

Opinion: Address 
Development and Climate 
Crises Together  
 
 
 

The world today faces a crisis of climate and a crisis 
of development. Both are consequences of the nature 
of growth of the world economy over the last two 
centuries, especially during the recent period.  
 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/opinion-
address-development-
and-climate-crises-
together/ 

Ocean data gap puts Pacific 
islands in peril  
 
 
 

[PARIS] Pacific islands need to ensure that a goal to 
strengthen ocean data collection remains in the final 
UN climate deal now being negotiated so they can 
plan their survival, a meeting has heard.  
 
 
 
 
 

SciDev.net, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/news/ocean-
data-gap-pacific-
islands-peril.html 



Environmental Pioneer 
Maurice Strong Mourned at 
COP21  
 

PARIS, France, December 8, 2015 (ENS) – Urgent as 
the Paris climate conference is, the delegates paused 
today to pay tribute to the life, vision and 
accomplishments of Maurice Frederick Strong, who 
passed away November 28, on the eve of COP 21.  
 
 

Environment 
News Service 
(ENS), 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://ens-
newswire.com/2015/1
2/08/environmental-
pioneer-maurice-
strong-mourned-at-
cop21 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Climate change losses for 
Southeast Asia well above 
previous estimate  
 
 

Economic losses from the impacts of climate change 
in Southeast Asia could be 60% higher than 
previously estimated, reducing the region's gross 
domestic product (GDP) by up to 11% by 2100, 
according to a new Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
study.  
 

Science Daily, 
14 December 
2015 

http://www.sciencedai
ly.com/releases/2015/
12/151210182106.htm 

Soil project seeks to soak up 
excess carbon  
 

[PARIS] France is leading a worldwide push to 
increase the amount of carbon locked in soils through 
better farming practices.  
 
 
 

SciDev.net, 14 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/climate-
change/news/soil-
project-soak-up-
excess-carbon.html 

New UN Report Details Link 
between Climate Change 
and Human Rights  
 
 
 
 

Paris, 10 December 2015 - Recognizing the link 
between climate change and human rights is an 
important step towards protecting the fundamental 
rights of communities across the planet, according to a 
new United Nations report presented at the Paris 
climate meeting today. 

UNEP, 10 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.unep.org/n
ewscentre/Default.asp
x?DocumentID=26856
&ArticleID=35630&l
=en 

One quarter of Alaska 
permafrost could melt by 
2100 – US Geological 
Survey  
 
 
 
 
 

Study raises concerns over accelerating climate 
change as the icy mass under state’s surface releases 
carbon into atmosphere  
 

Guardian 
(UK), 10 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.theguardia
n.com/us-
news/2015/dec/09/alas
ka-permafrost-
melting-us-geological-
survey-study 



Youth and women key to 
climate change awareness  
 
 

[NAIROBI The youth and women in Sub-Saharan 
Africa countries have been asked to lead communities 
in championing adaptation and mitigation measures to 
cope with the effects of climate change.  
 
 
 

SciDev.net, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
sub-saharan-
africa/environment/ne
ws/youth-women-
climate-change-
awareness.html 

Greenland's glaciers 
retreating at record speeds  
 
 

Greenland's glaciers are on retreat, shrinking at 
strikingly fast rates -- at least twice as fast as any time 
over the last 9,500 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

United Press 
International 
(UPI), 08 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.upi.com/S
cience_News/2015/12/
07/Greenlands-
glaciers-retreating-at-
record-
speeds/253144949749
8/?spt=sec&or=sn 

GENDER AND 
BIODIVERSITY 

Norway extends forest 
conservation initiative  
 

At the Paris climate convention on Friday, Norwegian 
Minister of Environment and Climate Tine Sundtoft 
said the country would extend its International 
Climate and Forest Initiative through 2030.  
 

Mongabay.co
m, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://news.mongabay.
com/2015/12/norway-
extends-forest-
conservation-
initiative/ 

China promises boost to 
African bamboo expertise  
 

China aims to increase Africa’s expertise in novel 
bamboo products through a new knowledge exchange 
network, it was announced at the COP 21 summit.  
 

SciDev.net, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.scidev.net/
global/environment/ne
ws/china-african-
bamboo-expertise-
cooperation.html 

Big-fruited Australian 
rainforest trees may need 
help to spread and survive  
 
 
 

Australian rainforest trees with large fleshy fruits are 
rare because few animals are capable of dispersing 
them, a new study suggests. 

ABC News 
(Australia), 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/
news/2015-12-09/big-
fruited-australian-
rainforest-trees-may-
need-help-to-
survive/7011352 



PROTECTED AREAS/ 
IN- SITU 

CONSERVATION 

Four new protected marine 
areas proposed in Northern 
Ireland  
 

Northern Ireland is to get four new protected marine 
areas to conserve important habitats and species, 
including one of the slowest growing shellfish in the 
world.  
 

BBC News, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.bbc.com/n
ews/uk-northern-
ireland-35090650 

Pacific Islands’ Marine 
Reserve: Safe Haven for 
Depleted Tuna and New 
Holiday Spot  
 

President Tommy Remengesau Jr. of the Pacific 
island nation of Palau has cemented a legacy as the 
world’s most effective protector of marine life by 
creating a giant marine reserve that will directly 
benefit his people through increasing tourism and 
securing its food supply, scientists say.  
 

Inter Press 
Service News 
Agency, 14 
December 
2015  
 

http://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2015/12/pacific-
islands-marine-
reserve-safe-haven-
for-depleted-tuna-and-
new-holiday-spot/ 

What Is Driving The Loss Of 
Protected Areas?  
 
 
 
 

The larger the protected area, the more likely it is to 
experience downgrading, downsizing and 
degazettement. 

Asian 
Scientist, 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.asianscient
ist.com/2015/12/in-
the-lab/driving-loss-
protected-areas/ 

From conservation refugees 
to natural allies  
 
 
 

New national parks often mean that people, who have 
lived on the lands for generations are forced to leave. 
Authorities use economic incentives to gain their 
support but understanding their culture may be more 
important.  
 

Deutsche 
Welle, 08 
December 
2015 

http://www.dw.com/en
/from-conservation-
refugees-to-natural-
allies/a-18901459 

ENDANGERED 
SPECIES 

Nepal’s endangered river 
dolphins return  
 
 

[KATHMANDU] The first study in two decades of 
the Ganges river dolphins in Nepal estimates that the 
numbers of the endangered species have increased to 
about 50 individuals. This is an improvement over the 
two dozen sightings recorded in the 1990s.  
 
 
 

SciDev.net, 10 
December 
2015 

http://www.scidev.net/
south-
asia/biodiversity/news/
nepal-s-endangered-
river-dolphins-
return.html 



SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT / 

MILLENIUM 
DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS 

United Nations declares 
2017 as the International 
Year of Sustainable Tourism 
for Development  
 
 

The United Nations (UN) General Assembly has 
approved the adoption of 2017 as the International 
Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development.  
 

UNWTO, 09 
December 
2015 

http://media.unwto.org
/press-release/2015-
12-07/united-nations-
declares-2017-
international-year-
sustainable-tourism-
develop 

UN health agency outlines 
global trends and looks 
ahead to 2030 targets  
 
 
 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) today issued 
a comprehensive analysis of global health trends since 
2000, and laid out actions that should be prioritized 
over the next 15 years to achieve the newly-agreed 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), saying that universal health care is the 
“linchpin of development in health.” 

UN News 
Centre, 09 
December 
2015 

http://www.un.org/app
s/news/story.asp?New
sID=52764#.VmhbiGe
FOUk 

 
Source: Convention on Biological Diversity (https://www.cbd.int/) 


