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Celebration of World Wetland Day - 2018
World Wetland Day (WWD) is celebrated every year on 2nd February to commemorate the signing
of the International Treaty, ‘Ramsar Convention on Wetlands - 1971' for the conservation of
wetlands at the global level. India is also a party to the Convention since 1982, and has so far
identified 26 wetlands as Ramsar sites across the country covering 15 states. The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) is the nodal Ministry for celebration of
WWD and proactively involved in conservation and management of these Ramsar sites and other
wetlands of the country.
Celebrating this occasion of WWD-2018 (in response to MoEF & CC letter No. D.O. No.J22012/35/2014-CS (W) Dated: 15 January 2018) the ENVIS Centre on Himalayan Ecology at G.B.
Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment & Sustainable Development (GBPNIHESD)
organised a programme at SOS Hermann Gmeiner School, Bhimtal (Distt. Nainital), Uttarakhand
under the WWD-2018 theme ‘Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban Future’. The town of Bhimtal is
situated around a huge lake, named Bhimtal (Tal means lake; 1350 m asl; about 72 ha area). This
lake is the second largest of the 7 lake basins of Nainital region. It is 1700 m long and 450 m wide
(average) and has a maximum depth of 18 m. Due to its historical importance and various scenic
tourist spots, located within its vicinity, Bhimtal forms one of the famous tourist destinations in
Distt. Nainital and tourism activity is growing fast around Bhimtal. Bhimtal lake serves as an
important water reservoir for irrigation of low lands. Therefore this venue was selected to celebrate
WWD-2018. To celebrate the WWD, senior students from boys and girls schools of Bhimtal (SOS
Hermann Gmeiner School, Bhimtal; L.P. Govt. Inter College and Saraswati Pandey Govt. Girls
Inter College, Bhimtal), teachers of the schools, local nature lovers and citizens were invited and
over 200 participants thus participated in this event (copy of the programme attached).
The Programme (Programme Schedule attached) was started with an introductory talk by Dr.
G.C.S. Negi, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator of GBPNIHESD, titled “An Overview of World
Wetland Day and Efforts for Wetlands Conservation”. In his talk he emphasized on the various
efforts being made by MoEF&CC on the conservation of lakes and wetlands and explained about
the importance of wetlands and their vital functions, values and services particularly in context of
sustainable urban future. In the next lecture, Dr. K.C. Sekar, Scientist D (GBPNIHESD) delivered a
talk on “High Altitude Wetlands of Himalaya”. In which he showed various lakes and wetlands of
the region and various unique flora and fauna that depends upon these wetlands. Dr. Harshit Pant,
Scientist B (GBPNIHESD) delivered a lecture on “Ecosystem structure and Function of Bhimtal

Lake” in which she focused on the biotic and abiotic components of the lake ecosystem and their
interactions making a food web. She explained to students that how deterioration of lake water
affects the phytoplankton and zooplankton diversity and an oligotrophic lake turns into eutrophic
one. Mr. Peter Smetacek, a nature lover from Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal delivered his
lecture on “Conservation of Wetlands with Particular Focus on Bhimtal Lake” and showed concern
about the deteriorating state of water bodies due to various anthropogenic activities in the lake
catchment area. He emphasized on the conservation and protection of catchment area for a healthy
wetland ecosystem and pointed out that the wetlands are important for retaining water during dry
periods, thus maintain aesthetic beauty and biodiversity that has a strong link with sustainable urban
future. Mr. Chetan Joshi, Advocate High Court, Nainital (also deals with the Lake Development
Authority, Nainital) lectured on “Laws Related to Protection of Water Bodies and Water Pollution”
and explained to the students / participants on various laws, acts and guidelines for protection and
conservation of water bodies and lakes to keep away the pollution and maintain this natural asset. In
his remarks, Principal of Hermann Gmeiner (SOS), Bhimtal Mr. R.K. Wadhwa thanked the ENVIS
team (Dr. Mahesha Nand, Programme Officer; Mr. V.C. Sharma, Information Officer) of
GBPNIHSED for organising WWD at Bhimtal and creating awareness among the students
regarding conservation of wetlands and the natural forests for the future. He concluded that the very
existence of human beings depends on how we look after our mother earth. If we continue the way
we are presently consuming the available natural resources, it will have a far reaching impact on the
coming generations, affecting the long term sustainability of our finite natural resources. He also
thanked the ENVIS team for organizing this event at his School.
During this celebration event such as Posters competition / Slogans / Quiz competition relating to
wetlands were organised for the school children on the topics (a) Cause of lake pollution, (b)
Solution for avoiding water pollution, and (c) Water Conservation. In these creative activities
students participated enthusiastically and batches of three different schools were made for
competition among them on the above mentioned topics. The various activities performed by the
students were judged by the GBPNIHESD faculty / teachers of schools and winners of these
competitions were given prizes (Books) by the guests of WWD.
At the end of this day-long programme “Clean Drive” around the Bhimtal lake was organised in
which students and all others participated. Participants were provided with jute bags and gloves and
they collected non-biodegradable waste lying around the Bhimtal lake and the waste thus collected

was disposed off. At this occasion Videos / Documentary downloaded from National River
Conservation Directorate (NRCD), MoEF&CC was played.
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